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	 TOPIC OVERVIEW:  

	Introduction to topic: 
See the castle ahead? Get ready to invade its mighty walls. Shoot a projectile with an archer’s aim. Head across the drawbridge, over the moat and up to the top of the tower. Meet Rapunzel who lives in a tall, tall tower. Let’s build a brand new one. Whose is the tallest? Can you measure it? Then dig deep, deep down, making burrows and tunnels, just like the animals who live underground. What’s that sound? I hear little hooves going trip, trap, trip, trap, over the rickety bridge. Watch out for the angry troll underneath. He likes to gobble up little girls and boys. Make sure your bridge is sturdy enough to take our weight and get us safely to the other side. And finally, meet three little pigs who need your help to build a strong fortress. Inside its strong walls, they’ll be safe from the big, bad wolf. No huffing and puffing will blow your fortress down.

	GEOGRAPHY

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Locational knowledge:
· Name and locate countries and cities of the United Kingdom
· Identify hills, mountains, coasts and rivers (key topographical features) of the UK

	
Human geography: 
· Use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and described features

Geographical skills and fieldwork:
•	Use symbols and keys (including the use of ordnance survey maps)



	Lesson objectives:
	WALT and Activity
	Possible resource

	GEOGRAPHY Session 1: 
Human and physical Geography



	WALT: Explore why tunnels exist and where they are found

	Sand trays
Play dough
Soil
Shoe boxes
Toilet rolls

	
	ACTIVITY: Starter:
· Show images/videos of tunnels (road tunnels, animal burrows)
 Hands-on:
· Create tunnels using:
· Sand trays
· Playdough
· Shoe boxes
 Explore:
· Why do humans build tunnels? (transport, mining)
· Who else uses tunnels? (animals like moles, rabbits)
 Fun element:
· Hide small objects in tunnels for “rescue missions”
 Outdoor option:
· Dig mini tunnels in soil (if possible)

	

	GEOGRAPHY Session 2: 
Where in the world?


	WALT: explore famous tunnels and castles around the world

	

	
	ACTIVITY: Explore famous towers and tunnels around the world
You could include:
· Eiffel Tower
· Channel Tunnel
· Tower Bridge
Task:
· Match pictures to locations on a map
· Use stickers or pins
 Keep it active:
Turn it into a treasure hunt map game



	

	GEOGRAPHY Session 3: 

	WALT: 

	

	
	ACTIVITY: 
	

	GEOGRAPHY Session 4: 


	WALT: 

	

	
	ACTIVITY: 



	

	GEOGRAPHY Session 5: 


	WALT: 

	

	
	ACTIVITY: 



	

	GEOGRAPHY Session 6: 



	WALT: 

	

	
	ACTIVITY: 



	

	HISTORY

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
Historical periods and people: 
· A local history study
· British history beyond 1066

Chronology:
· Create timelines across and within historical time periods
· Use chronology key vocabulary (Narrative, Era, Centuries, Duration, Dynasty)

	Historical concepts:
· Compare historical periods (Similarities and differences)
· Ask historical questions about characteristics, links and evidence

Historical components:
· Know about historical land use, technology and travel
· Know about the art, architecture and culture of a historical period
· Know about the military forces within historical periods (army, invasion, conquest, resistance)
· Study and compare systems of law, justice, crime and punishment
· Know significant monarchs and people of historical periods

	Lesson objectives:
	WALT and Activity
	Possible resource

	HISTORY Session 1:
Castles and medieval life 


	WALT:role play a day in the castle
	Cardboard
Flags
Dress up clothes

	
	ACTIVITY: 
Set the scene:
· Show a simple castle layout (keep, turret, drawbridge)
 Roles:
Children choose roles:
· King/Queen
· Knight
· Builder
· Servant
Activity ideas:
· Act out:
· Defending a castle
· Building a tower
· Life inside walls
· Make simple props:
· Shields (cardboard)
· Flags
 Keep it engaging:
Turn it into a story adventure:
“The castle is under attack—how will we protect it?”

	
	

	HISTORY Session 2: 
Defend the castle!
	WALT: design ways to protect a castle
	

	
	ACTIVITY: 
Ideas:
· Moats
· Drawbridges
· Tall towers
 Fun task:
Use small models and test:
· Can a ball (enemy) get in?

	

	HISTORY Session 3: 
Jobs in the past

	WALT: understand people who built castles
	Sugar cubes
Blocks

	
	ACTIVITY:
Learn about people who built castles:
· Stonemasons
· Carpenters
· Labourers
 Hands-on:
· Try “building” with sugar cubes or blocks
· Use teamwork to construct a wall









	

	DT

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
DT
Design:
· Research design criteria to inform own design of products
· Generate, develop and model to communicate own design ideas

	Make:
· Use a wide range of materials according to their function

Technical knowledge:
· Understanding how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce structures

	Lesson objectives:
	WALT and Activity
	Possible resource

	DT Session 1: 
Design your dream castle

	WALT: design your dream castle using mixed media
 
	· Cardboard tubes (toilet rolls = towers)
· Boxes
· Foil, tissue, fabric


	
	ACTIVITY:
  Start with a quick visual stimulus (castles, towers, bridges)
 Discuss:
· What is a turret?
· Why are towers tall?
 Children design a castle on paper first
 Then create a 3D version using:
· Cardboard tubes (toilet rolls = towers)
· Boxes
· Foil, tissue, fabric
 Let them name their castle
 Add flags, draw brick patterns, “secret doors”




	

	DT Session 2: 
Build a strong tower challenge

	WALT: build the tallest tower that can hold a book

	 Spaghetti + marshmallows OR
 Newspaper + tape


	
	ACTIVITY:
1. Show examples of towers (Eiffel Tower, skyscrapers)
2. Discuss:
· What makes a structure strong?
· Wide base vs narrow top
3. In teams, children build their towers
 Test time:
· Place a book on top
· Measure height
· Celebrate ALL attempts
 Plenary:
· Redesign and improve (great for resilience)

 
	

	DT Session 3: 
Texture towers
	WALT: explore textures and materials
 
	Sandpaper, foil, fabric, bubble wrap, cardboard

	
	ACTIVITY: 
Children create a tower using different textures
· Build or collage a tower
· Each section must have a different texture
 Twist:
Children close their eyes and describe how it feels


	

	DT Session 4: 
Light and dark mood
	WALT: create an art piece showing the inside of a tunnel

	

	
	ACTIVITY: 
· Draw or paint a tunnel scene
· Add:
· Torches
· Lights
· Shadows
 Extension:
Use black paper + chalk for dramatic effect
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