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WELCOME TO THE WALSALL SEND SERVICE SPRING TERM 2
COMMUNICATIONS
These communications are designed for parents and carers of children and

young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). Here, we

share important updates, celebrate successes, and highlight opportunities for

you to engage with and shape SEND services in Walsall. We are committed to

working together to improve support, services, and outcomes for children and

young people with SEND. Your voice matters, and we welcome your feedback

and involvement.

ARE YOU ON OUR MAILING LIST?

Stay up to date with the latest SEND news, updates, and events in

Walsall by joining our mailing list. If you are not already receiving

our emails, please contact: localoffer@walsall.gov.uk

OFSTED & CQC LOCAL AREA SEND & AP INSPECTION REPORT
Following a detailed three‑week inspection in December 2025, Ofsted and the CQC have
published their report on Walsall’s Local Area Partnership.

The report highlights clear, positive progress across Walsall Council and the NHS Black
Country ICB - SEND and AP Partnership in how they support children and young people with
SEND and those in Alternative Provision. 

Inspectors recognised significant development, acknowledging the hard work and dedication
of teams across the partnership. While the report also outlines areas for continued
improvement, it reflects a strong foundation and real momentum for ongoing change.

You can read the full report here: Ofsted Report
A full summary is also available on the SEND Newsroom:  SEND Newsroom

mailto:localoffer@walsall.gov.uk
https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50295742
https://send.walsall.gov.uk/send-newsroom


These are proposals only, which means nothing is changing for children and young people

with SEND right now.

Your child’s support, including SEND Support, Education, Health and Care needs

assessments (EHCNAs) and Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs), will continue to

work in the same way as they do currently. The consultation simply invites families and

professionals to share their views before any decisions are made.

When might anything change?

Any changes would happen gradually over a number of years.

The consultation information suggests that:

assessments under any new system would begin from September 2029

any changes to support provided through EHCPs would not take place before

September 2030

For families, this means that your child’s current support and legal rights remain the same.

Have your say

Parents, carers, young people and professionals are invited to share their views as part of

the national consultation.

The consultation will close on 18 May 2026. 

Respond to the consultation here: SEND Reform Consultation

Further information

SEND consultation supporting information sheets

SEND reform - information in alternative formats

SHARE YOUR VIEWS ON PROPOSED SEND CHANGES

The Government has recently published a Schools White

Paper called Every Child Achieving and Thriving. 

Alongside this, a national consultation has been launched

on proposed changes to the SEND system called Putting

Children and Young People First.

https://consult.education.gov.uk/send-strategy-division/send-reform-putting-children-and-young-people-firs/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-send-reforms-sheets
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/send-reform-putting-children-and-young-people-first


EMPOWERING PARENTS: FREE SEND INFORMATION SESSIONS

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1982440904110?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1982291298636?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1982440585156?aff=oddtdtcreator


Families First are looking at new ways to improve support

for parents and carers of children and young people with

SEND, and they want to shape this support with you. 

FAMILIES FIRST FOR CHILDREN SEND PARENT SUPPORT SURVEY

To do that, they need to hear from as many families as possible. Please complete the

short SEND Parent Support Questionnaire below. Your experiences and ideas will help

design a support offer that genuinely reflects what families need.

The more families who take part, the stronger and more representative the final

support offer will be. Thank you for taking the time to share your views.

Complete Questionnaire here: SEND Parent Support Questionnaire

Are you passionate about making a difference for

children and young people with SEND? We’re looking

for more parents and carers to join our Parent

Partnership Group.

This group meets every 4 weeks, either online via MS

Teams or in person, to discuss a variety of topics and

share ideas that help shape local services. 

Your feedback is invaluable, and we’d love to hear your

voice!

Next Meeting:

When: Tuesday, 24  March th

Time: 10:30am - 12:30pm

Location: In Person at Walsall Civic Centre

For more details or to get involved, please contact us at

Localoffer@walsall.gov.uk.

The partnership group has made me feel

involved in making positive changes. I feel

heard and that my opinions are valued. It is a

great opportunity to meet with parents in the

same boat which is great as we are able to

share tips & help each other. Sam is fantastic

makes us all feel welcome

JOIN OUR SEND PARENT PARTNERSHIP GROUP

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3Dx3ncXWl-j0K6MISyShrZlENH1ybD8jJJmTMeCT1rrptUN1lUQU0xTFdaTEpWVVo4UldROERDQkRCNy4u%26route%3Dshorturl&data=05%7C02%7CSamantha.House%40walsall.gov.uk%7C7c8d4a1d5a8b41dd716f08de75d64185%7C5ddc79c77e69428fba3084b24a1ad994%7C0%7C0%7C639077760343073534%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UtrIO8njdVzD5t28CZuax2jXLsHSqK%2BEkHUpRkAcj2g%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Localoffer@walsall.gov.uk


PARENT/CARER SUPPORT

For more info and book your space contact Walsall

SENDIASS here: WalsallSENDIASS

WALSALL SENDIASS WORKSHOPS

mailto:walsallsendiass@family-action.org.uk


Date Event Location

Monday 16  Marchth

7pm
SEND Reform - Ken Upton Onine Via Zoom

Wednesday 18  Marchth

7pm
Developmental Language

Disorder - Libby Hill
Online Via Zoom

Satuday 21  Marchst

2pm - 4pm
FACE Easter Party Starlight Multicare

Tuesday 24  Marchth

10:30am
Coffee & Breakfast

Harvester George
Stephenson

PARENT/CARER SUPPORT

iThe forum is not a support group but actively gathers parents’ voices and
experiences to ensure families’ needs are at the heart of local decision-
making

FACE WALSALL PARENT CARER FORUM 

See Below for upcoming events: 

For more info please use this link: FACE Walsall Facebook Group or alternatively drop
them an email on: facewalsall@gmail.com

Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea

Join us for a relaxed Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea with
Sassy Sensory Surprises CIC, a chance for SEND

parents and carers in the community to come together
in a welcoming and supportive environment.

Date: Tuesday 17th March 2026
Time: 10:30am – 12:30pm

Location: Wolverhampton - open to all send families

For more info contact Toni on:
toni@sassysensorysurprises.co.uk

https://www.facebook.com/facewalsall/
mailto:facewalsall@gmail.com
mailto:toni@sassysensorysurprises.co.uk


An annual health check can help you stay well by talking to a doctor or nurse
about your health and finding any problems early, so they can be sorted out. For
children and young people 14 years and above with a diagnosed learning
disability

For more info click this link: AnnualHealthCheck

HEALTH SUPPORT

SUPPORTED WAITING NETWORK DATES
The supported waiting partnership network meetings will be running every month where
there will be guest speakers to advise on a variety of monthly topics and many services
who support with access to additional support for you and your child. 

Each monthly meeting will be held on the Last Wednesday of the month, 9:30am -
11:30am at Manor Farm Community Association, Rushall, WS4 1EU

For more information or further advice please call: 01922 656463
or email pals.officer@nhs.net

Upcoming Dates:
Wednesday 25  Marchth

Wednesday 29  Aprilth

Wednesday 27  Mayth

Wednesday  24  Juneth

ANNUAL HEALTH CHECKS FOR PEOPLE WITH A LEARNING
DISABILITY

Health for Teens offers clear, supportive
information on everything from feelings
and growing up to health, relationships,
lifestyle and sexual health. With articles,
guides and local updates, it’s a one‑stop
hub to help young people stay informed,
confident and healthy

More Info: Health for Teens

Health for Kids makes learning about
health fun with games, colourful
characters and simple guides for
children, plus helpful advice for
grown‑ups

For more info: Health for Kids

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/learning-disabilities/annual-health-checks/
mailto:pals.officer@nhs.net
https://www.healthforteens.co.uk/
https://www.healthforkids.co.uk/


MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT

Define Fine is a national parent carer led peer support
organisation. 

Our team all have lived experience of children and young people with school attendance
difficulties, sometimes referred to as EBSA: Emotionally Based School Avoidance.

Parent Carers are invited to join our national closed Facebook parent peer support group
of over 7.5k members. We are provide information, peer to peer support, regular Q&A
sessions online bookable through Eventbrite.

For more info use this link: DefineFine

YOUNGMINDS has a great bank of resources to support children and young people with
SEND with their mental health. 

For more info check out this link: YOUNGMINDS

The YOUNGMINDS website is full of advice and information
to give young people the tools to look after their mental
health. 

https://www.definefine.org.uk/
https://www.definefine.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/professional/resources/


                                       provide opportunities for children and
young people with a disability to spend time away from their
families, relax, develop new friendships, take part in new
experiences, and have fun doing positive activities. They also give
families a break from their caring responsibilities, a chance to rest
or spend time with their other children. 

CHILDREN/YOUNG PERSON OPPORTUNITIES

The Universal offer can include activities like leisure and sports services, youth and play
services, voluntary and community facilities and sports and games clubs

The Targeted offer - School Holiday activities, to access this, children and young people
should:
• be aged from 8 to 17 years old (up to their 18th birthday)
• live in Walsall
• have a diagnosed disability and
• be in receipt of disability living allowance (DLA)
• An up-to-date short breaks passport (reviewed and updated within the last 12 months)
is required to access the service, to ensure we have the right information for the planning
of activities and support for our children and young people

The Short Break booklet and expression of interest online form for the activity schemes
for every holiday (excluding Christmas) is available six weeks before each school holiday.
For information on how to sign up please email: shortbreaks@walsall.gov.uk

SHORT BREAKS

Thrive into Work are
offering 1-to-1 job finding
support to young people
with additional needs
including health conditions 

For more info use this link: ThriveIntoWork

Calibre Audio are offering FREE

Audiobooks for young people under 25

with additional needs - scan the QR code

or use the link for more info:

CalibreAudio

Sibs is a UK charity that exists to support
people who grow up with or have grown
up with a disabled brother or sister. 
For more information on how they could
support your family use this link: Sibs

Get hands-on with Radio,
Podcasting, Video Production,
Scriptwriting, Interviewing
and Editing for 13-25 yr olds. 

For more info on how to get involved
Email studio@kicradio.co.uk

mailto:shortbreaks@walsall.gov.uk
https://www.wmca.org.uk/what-we-do/thrive-into-work/
https://www.calibreaudio.org.uk/
https://www.sibs.org.uk/
mailto:studio@kicradio.co.uk


CHILDREN/YOUNG PERSON OPPORTUNITIES



CHILDREN/YOUNG PERSON OPPORTUNITIES

1:1 Football Coaching for SEND Children

Streetly Coaching offers personalised 1:1
football sessions designed especially for
children with SEND. These quieter, tailored
sessions provide a supportive space for
children to learn, grow, and develop skills at
their own pace.

For more in contact:
streetlycoaching@outlook.com

mailto:streetlycoaching@outlook.com


FAMILY EVENTS/OPPORTUNITIES

SEND INFORMATION FAIR - THURSDAY 14  MAYTH

Come and meet a range of services and professionals from the
Walsall SEND Community

This is an event is designed for parent/carers to come along and to be able to chat
to those who offer services to our children/ young people in Walsall

When - Thursday 14  May - 10am - 12pm th

Where - Bloxwich Active Living, High St, Bloxwich, Walsall WS3 2DA

The New Art Gallery, Walsall



SEND SERVICES FEEDBACK

Please could you spare a few minutes to complete

this feedback form on your experience with the

SEND Services. Please use the QR code or link

below. Your feedback is greatly appreciated.

SENDServiceFeedback

If you have any feedback or wish something to be included in the next SEND
Communications please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Next Issue: SEND Services Communications Summer 1
Submit your updates by 22  April 26 to be included!nd

Please use the below emails
Sam: samantha.house@walsall.gov.uk
Local Offer: localoffer@walsall.gov.uk

Thank you for being part of the Walsall SEND community!

FEEDBACK

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF HAPPINESS

A gentle reminder for families to slow down and
focus on the things that truly matter. It’s a lovely
opportunity to notice the small moments that bring
joy at home, encourage kindness, and support our
children’s wellbeing. 

A simple smile, a shared activity, or a quiet moment
together can make a big difference.

21  March 2026st

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=x3ncXWl-j0K6MISyShrZlMPkvv6_bjlMjE1FOBN9M-NUODFOVkFQSkRGRkYwSVVYRlhCNkoxOUVQViQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=x3ncXWl-j0K6MISyShrZlMPkvv6_bjlMjE1FOBN9M-NUODFOVkFQSkRGRkYwSVVYRlhCNkoxOUVQViQlQCN0PWcu
mailto:samantha.house@walsall.gov.uk
mailto:localoffer@walsall.gov.uk

